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1
FOUR-PIECE ALL-ASPHERIC ADAPTER
FISHEYE LENS

BACKGROUND

Digital camera modules are used in a variety of consumer,
industrial and scientific imaging devices to produce still
images and/or video. These devices include mobile tele-
phones, digital still image and video cameras, and webcams.
The field of view of a camera module is typically between 60
degrees and 70 degrees. The field of view can be increased by
attaching an adapter lens in front of the camera module. The
resulting imaging system of the adapter lens and camera
module has a wider field of view than the camera module
alone. A wide field of view is valuable in applications such as
autonomous vehicle navigation, car parking monitor systems,
and gesture recognition.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to an embodiment, a four-piece all-aspheric
adapter fisheye (FPAAAF) lens is provided. The FPAAAF
lens includes a negative meniscus lens, a biconcave lens, a
positive meniscus lens, and a biconvex lens. The biconcave
lens is between the negative meniscus lens and the positive
meniscus lens; the positive meniscus lens is between the
biconcave lens and the biconvex lens. The negative meniscus
lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens, and the
biconvex lens are coaxial and arranged with an exit pupil to
cooperatively generate an image with a camera lens that has
greater field of view than the camera lens alone when the exit
pupil is coplanar and coaxial with an entrance pupil of the
camera lens. Each of the negative meniscus lens, the bicon-
cave lens, the positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens
has an aspheric object-side surface and an aspheric image-
side surface;

According to an embodiment, the negative meniscus lens
has a thickness D1 and the object-side surface with a semi-
diameter S1, wherein ratio S1/D1 satisfies 9.0<S1/D1<9.8 for
enabling a wide field of view. The negative meniscus lens has
a focal length F1 and the object-side surface having a radius
of curvature R1, wherein ratio F1/R1 satisfies —0.4<F1/R1<-
0.3 for reducing distortion. The object-side surface of the
biconcave lens has a radius of curvature R3; the image-side
surface of the biconcave lens has a radius of curvature R4,
wherein ratio R4/R3 satisfies —0.12<R4/R3<-0.04 for reduc-
ing field curvature. The object-side surface of the positive
meniscus lens has a positive radius of curvature R5 and the
image-side surface of the positive meniscus lens has a posi-
tive radius of curvature R6, wherein R 6 exceeds R5 for reduc-
ing chromatic aberration. The object-side surface of the
biconvex lens has a radius of curvature R7 and the image-side
surface of the biconvex lens has a radius of curvature RS,
wherein ratio R8/R7 satisfies —0.28<R8/R7<-0.2 for reduc-
ing longitudinal aberration. The negative meniscus lens and
biconcave lens each have an Abbe number exceeding 55, and
the positive meniscus lens has an Abbe number less than 35,
for reducing chromatic aberration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 shows a prior art adapter fisheye lens within an
adapter housing that is attached to a mobile phone.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of a four-piece all-aspheric
adapter fisheye (FPAAAF) lens, in an embodiment.
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FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a FPAAAF lens func-
tioning as an adapter lens for an imaging system, in an
embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows exemplary parameters for the FPAAAF lens
of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a plot of the longitudinal aberration of the
FPAAAF lens within the imaging system of FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 is a plot of the f-Theta distortion of the FPAAAF
lens within the imaging system of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 is a plot of the Petzval field curvature of the
FPAAAF lens within the imaging system of FIG. 3.

FIG. 8is aplot of the lateral color error of the FPAAAF lens
within the imaging system of FIG. 3.

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of a FPAAAF lens func-
tioning as an adapter lens for an imaging system, in an
embodiment.

FIG. 10 shows exemplary parameters for the fisheye lens of
FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 is a plot of the longitudinal aberration of the
FPAAAF lens within the imaging system of FIG. 9.

FIG. 12 is a plot of the f-Theta distortion of the FPAAAF
lens within the imaging system of FIG. 9.

FIG. 13 is a plot of the Petzval field curvature of the
FPAAAF lens within the imaging system of FIG. 9.

FIG. 14 is a plot of the lateral color error of the FPAAAF
lens within the imaging system of FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a prior-art adapter fisheye lens 100 within a
fisheye lens adapter housing 140 that is attached to a mobile
phone 150. Mobile phone 150 includes an on-chip camera
with a standard field of view. Fisheye lens adapter housing
140 is positioned on mobile phone 150 such that the optic axis
of adapter fisheye lens 100 and the optic axis of the on-chip
phone camera are coaxial.

Prior-art adapter fisheye lens 100 includes optical elements
made of optical glass and/or plastic, for example, one spheri-
cal glass lens combined with one aspherical plastic lens. The
range of Abbe numbers V, of optical glasses exceeds that of
optical plastics. Thus, the minimum chromatic aberration
achievable in compound fisheye lenses with only spherical
glass surfaces is lower than a similar lens formed from plastic.
However, compared to an all-plastic lens system, the use of a
glass in a fisheye lens incurs increased material costs, fabri-
cation costs, weight, volume, and restrictions on manufactur-
ing lens shape.

An all-plastic compound fisheye lens described herein-
below achieves the performance benefits of glass with the size
and weight advantages of plastic. Using aspherical surfaces,
rather than just spherical surfaces, more degrees of freedom
are achieved when optimizing an all-plastic fisheye lens
design to meet desired performance specifications. These
performance specifications include minimizing aberrations
such as longitudinal aberration (longitudinal spherical aber-
ration), image distortion, field curvature, and lateral color.
Optimizing a lens design per these performance metrics is
constrained by the relatively narrow range of Abbe numbers
in optical plastics, and the benefits of minimizing the number
of plastic elements.

This disclosure specifically provides four-piece all-as-
pheric adapter fisheye (FPAAAF) lenses, wherein the Abbe
numbers of each optical element in the FPAAAF corresponds
to an existing optical plastic. The FPAAAF lens may be
designed to fit into fisheye lens adapter housings, such as
fisheye lens adapter housing 140 of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of one FPAAAF lens 200.
FPAAAF lens 200 includes a negative meniscus lens 210, a
biconcave lens 220, positive meniscus lens 230, and a bicon-
vex lens 240. Negative meniscus lens 210 includes an object-
side surface 211 and an image-side surface 212. Biconcave
lens 220 includes an object-side surface 221 and an image-
side surface 222. Positive meniscus lens 230 includes an
object-side surface 231 and an image-side surface 232.
Biconvex lens 240 includes an object-side surface 241 and an
image-side surface 242. In a first embodiment of FPAAAF
lens 200, each of the surfaces 211, 212, 221, 222, 231, 232,
241, and 242 are aspheric.

Negative meniscus lens 210, biconcave lens 220, positive
meniscus lens 230, and biconvex lens 240 are each singlet
lenses. In an embodiment of FPAAAF lens 200, one or more
of negative meniscus lens 210, biconcave lens 220, positive
meniscus lens 230, and biconvex lens 240 may be non-singlet
lenses without departing from the scope hereof. FPAAAF
lens 200 may be dimensioned so that it replaces adapter
fisheye lens 100 in fisheye lens adapter housing 140, FIG. 1.

Referring to negative meniscus lens 210, the semi-diam-
eter of object-side surface 211 is S1 and the on-axis thickness
of negative meniscus lens 210 is D1. Embodiments of nega-
tive meniscus lens 210 may have a quotient S1/D1 between
9.0 and 9.8. Limiting the quotient S1/D1 to this range enables
awide field of view in imaging systems that include FPAAAF
lens 200. For example, imaging systems 350 and 950 dis-
cussed herein have respective fields of view exceeding 170°.

Negative meniscus lens 210 has a focal length F1 and a
radius of curvature R1 of object-side surface 211. Embodi-
ments of negative meniscus lens 210 may have a quotient
F1/R1 between —-0.4 and -0.3. Limiting the quotient F1/R1 to
this range allows for correcting distortion in imaging systems
that include FPAAAF lens 200. For example, at field angles
between 0° and 90°, imaging systems 350 and 950 discussed
herein have respective distortions less than 10%.

Referring to biconcave lens 220, object-side surface 221
has radius of curvature R3 and image-side surface 222 has
radius of curvature R4. Embodiments of biconcave lens 220
may have a quotient R4/R3 between -0.12 and -0.04. Lim-
iting the quotient R4/R3 to this range allows for correcting
field curvature in imaging systems that include FPAAAF lens
200. For example, at field angles between 0° and 90°, imaging
systems 350 and 950 discussed herein have respective field
curvatures less than 0.06 mm.

Referring to positive meniscus lens 230, object-side sur-
face 231 has radius of curvature R5 and image-side surface
232 has radius of curvature R6. In embodiments of positive
meniscus lens 230, R6>R5>0, which ensures that lens 230 is
apositive lens. Requiring R6>R5>0 allows for reducing chro-
matic aberration in imaging systems that include FPAAAF
lens 200, such as imaging systems 350 and 950 discussed
herein. For example, the transverse chromatic aberration (lat-
eral color error) of imaging systems 350 and 950 discussed
herein is less than the Airy disk radius.

Referring to biconvex lens 240, object-side surface 241 has
radius of curvature R7 and image-side surface 242 has radius
of curvature R8. Embodiments of biconvex lens 240 may
have a quotient R8/R7 between —0.28 and -0.20. Limiting the
quotient R7/R8 to this range allows for correcting longitudi-
nal aberration in imaging systems that include FPAAAF lens
200, such as imaging systems 350 and 950 discussed herein.

In FPAAAF lens 200, negative meniscus lens 210 and
biconcave lens 220 each have Abbe number V ,>55. Positive
meniscus lens 230 has an Abbe number V,<35. These con-
straints on Abbe numbers allow for correcting chromatic
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4

aberration in imaging systems that include FPAAAF lens
200, such as imaging systems 350 and 950 discussed herein.

The Handbook of Plastic Optics (Wiley-VCH, publisher)
lists examples of transparent optical materials with V,>55.
These include polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA), and
cycloolefin polymers, for example, APEL™ 5014DP,
TOPAS® 5013, and ZEONEX® 480R. The lens material
with V,>55 may be plastic, glass, or any non-plastic optical
material without departing from the scope hereof.

The Handbook of Plastic Optics lists examples of trans-
parent optical materials with V,<35. These include PAN-
LITE®, a brand-name polycarbonate, Udel® P-1700, a
brand-name polysulfone, and OKP-4, a brand-name optical
polyester. The lens material with V ,<35 may be plastic, glass,
orany non-plastic optical material without departing from the
scope hereof.

Lenses 210, 220, 230, and 240 may be formed by injection
molding or other methods known in the art. Embodiments of
lenses 210, 220, 230, and 240 formed of glass may be formed
by precision glass molding (also known as ultra-precision
glass pressing) or other methods known in the art.

FPAAAF Lens
Example 1

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a FPAAAF lens 300
functioning as an adapter lens for an imaging system, e.g., for
a standard non-fisheye imaging system included in mobile
phone 150, FIG. 1. FPAAAF lens 300 is an embodiment of
FPAAAF lens 200. FPAAAF lens 300 includes a negative
meniscus lens 310, a biconcave lens 320, a positive meniscus
lens 330, and a biconvex lens 340 that are analogous to
negative meniscus lens 210, biconcave lens 220, positive
meniscus lens 230, and biconvex lens 240 of FPAAAF lens
200. Negative meniscus lens 310 includes an object-side sur-
face 311 and an image-side surface 312. Biconcave lens 320
includes an object-side surface 321 and an image-side surface
322. Positive meniscus lens 330 includes an object-side sur-
face 331 and an image-side surface 332. Biconvex lens 340
includes an object-side surface 341 and an image-side surface
342. In FPAAAF lens 300, each of the surfaces 311, 312, 321,
322, 331, and 332 are aspheric.

Specifically, FPAAAF lens 300 is shown coupled with a
camera lens 351 of the standard non-fisheye imaging system
such that, collectively, FPAAAF lens 300 and camera lens
351 cooperatively form an image at image plane 352.

FPAAAF lens 300 is variably locatable with respect to a
camera lens 351. In FIG. 3, the entrance pupil of camera lens
351 is located at the exit pupil of FPAAAF lens 300, resulting
in an imaging system 350. In imaging system 350, the
entrance pupil of camera lens 351 and the exit pupil of
FPAAATF lens 300 are coaxial and coplanar.

Camera lens 351 is, for example, an imaging lens of a
reflowable camera module mounted on a printed circuit board
(PCB) of an imaging device such as a mobile phone. But
camera lens 351 may alternatively be an imaging lens of other
cameras known in the art without departing from the scope
hereof; examples include point-and-shoot cameras, compact
system cameras, and single-lens reflex cameras. Such cam-
eras may capture still images, video, or both, and be either
digital or analog.

For the purpose of characterizing the aberrations caused by
FPAAATF lens 300, camera lens 351 is modeled as an aberra-
tion-free “perfect lens” with a 66° field of view. However,
camera lens 351 may include aberrations and have a different
field of view without departing from the scope hereof.
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Imaging system 350 is shown with ray traces of ray pencils
370 and 379 computed and displayed by the Zemax® Optical
Design Program. Ray pencil 370 and ray pencil 379 propa-
gate from the center and edge of the scene, respectively,
through FPAAAF lens 300 and camera lens 351, and focus at
image plane 352. Ray pencil 370 has a ray angle of zero. Ray
pencil 379 has a ray angle 390 equal to 90°. Being axially
symmetric, imaging system 350 has a field of view that is
twice ray angle 390, or 180°.

FIG. 4 shows exemplary parameters of each surface of
FPAAAF lens 300. Surface column 411 denotes surfaces 311,
312, 321, 322, 331, 332, 341, 342, camera lens 351, and
image plane 352 shown in FIG. 3. Column 414 lists the
material’s refractive index n,, at A=589.3 nm, and column 415
lists the corresponding Abbe numbers V .. Negative meniscus
lens 310 has refractive index n,,=1.543, Abbe numberV ,=57,
and includes object-side surface 311 and image-side surface
312. Biconcave lens 320 has refractive index n,=1.543, Abbe
number V=57, and includes object-side surface 321 and
image-side surface 322. Positive meniscus lens 330 has
refractive index n,=1.632, Abbe number V=23, and
includes object-side surface 331 and image-side surface 332.
Biconvex lens 340 has refractive index n,=1.510, Abbe num-
ber V=57, and includes object-side surface 341 and image-
side surface 342.

In FPAAAF lens 300, negative meniscus lens 310, bicon-
cave lens 320, and biconvex lens 340 each have Abbe number
V,=57. This satisfies a condition that three—and only
three—of the three lenses of FPAAAF lens 300 have an Abbe
number V ,>55. The third lens in FPAAAF lens 300, positive
meniscus lens 330, has Abbe number V =23, which satisfies
a condition that one—and only one—of the three lenses of
FPAAAF lens 300 has an Abbe number V ,<35.

Column 413 includes on-axis thickness values, in millime-
ters, between surfaces 311, 312, 321, 322, 331, 332, 341 and
342. Surfaces 311, 312, 321, 322, 331, 332, 341 and 342 are
defined by surface sag z___. Eqn. 1.

sag?

r L m
Lsag = < + Z a;r
T+ V1-(1+k)?r2 o
In Eqn. 1, 7, is a function of radial coordinate r, where

directions z and r are shown in coordinate axes 398, FIG. 3. In
Eqn. 1, the parameter c is the reciprocal of the surface radius
of curvaturer :c=1/r.. Column 412 of FIG. 4 lists r, values for
surfaces 311, 312, 321, 322, 331, 332, 341, and 342. Param-
eter k denotes the conic constant, shown in column 416.
Columns 404, 406, 408, and 410 contain values of aspheric
coefficients o, o, o5, and a,,, respectively. The units of
quantities in FIG. 3 are consistent with 7., in Eqn. 1 being
expressed in millimeters.

Referring to negative meniscus lens 310, FIG. 3, the semi-
diameter of object-side surface 311 is S1 and the on-axis
thickness of negative meniscus lens 310 is D1. The ratio
S1/D1=9.7. Negative meniscus lens 310 has a focal length
F1=-6.711 mm. Object-side surface 311 has radius of curva-
ture R1=21.071 mm. The ratio F1/R1=-0.319.

Referring to biconcave lens 320, FIG. 3, object-side sur-
face 321 has radius of curvature R3=-41.543 mm and image-
side surface 322 has radius of curvature R4=3.126 mm. The
ratio R4/R3=-0.0752.

Referring to positive meniscus lens 330, FIG. 3, object-
side surface 331 has radius of curvature R5=5.386 and image-
side surface 332 has radius of curvature R6 that exceeds R5
(R6=16.782).
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Referring to biconvex lens 340, FIG. 3, object-side surface
341 has radius of curvature R7=20.303 and image-side sur-
face 342 has radius of curvature R8=-4.746. The ratio
R8/R7=-0.2338.

FIGS. 5-8 are plots of longitudinal aberration, f-Theta dis-
tortion, field curvature, and lateral color, respectively, of
FPAAAF lens 300 within imaging system 350 as computed
by Zemax®. Since camera lens 351 does not contribute to the
aberrations shown in FIG. 5-8, the FPAAAF lens 300 is the
source of these aberrations. The Zemax® User’s Manual
includes detailed definitions of each of these quantities.

FIG. 5 is a plot of the longitudinal aberration of FPAAAF
lens 300 within imaging system 350. In FIG. 5, longitudinal
aberration is plotted in units of millimeters as a function of
normalized radial coordinate 1/r,,, where r,=0.2793 mm is the
maximum entrance pupil radius. Longitudinal aberration
curves 548, 558, and 565 are computed at the blue, green, and
red Fraunhofer F-, D- and C-spectral lines: Az=486.1 nm,
~p=589.3 nm, and A ~656.3 nm respectively.

FIG. 6 is a plot of the f-Theta distortion, versus field angle,
of FPAAAF lens 300 within imaging system 350. The maxi-
mum field angle plotted in FIG. 6 is 0,,,,=89.998°. Distortion
curve 658 is computed at wavelength ;. For clarity, distor-
tion curves corresponding to wavelength A and A are not
shown, as they overlap distortion curve 658 to within its line
thickness as plotted in FIG. 6.

FIG. 7 is a plot of the Petzval field curvature of TPAAAF
lens 300 as a function of field angle of FPAAAF lens 300
within imaging system 350. The field curvature is plotted for
field angles between zero and is 0,,,,=89.998°. Field curva-
ture 748-S and field curvature 748-T (solid lines) are com-
puted at wavelength A in the sagittal and tangential planes,
respectively. Field curvature 758-S and field curvature 758-T
(short-dashed lines) are computed at wavelength A, in the
sagittal and tangential planes, respectively. Field curvature
765-S and field curvature 765-T (long-dashed lines) corre-
spond to field curvature at wavelength A in the sagittal and
tangential planes, respectively.

FIG. 8 is a plot of the lateral color error, also known as
transverse chromatic aberration, versus field height of
FPAAAF lens 300 within imaging system 350. Field height
ranges from h,,;, =0 (on-axis) to h,,,,=1.820 mm in image
plane 352. Lateral color is referenced to A.,: the lateral color
for A, is zero for all field heights. Lateral color 848 is com-
puted at wavelength A.. Lateral color 865 is computed at
wavelength A.. The lateral color error is less than the Airy
disk radius for the range of field heights evaluated.

FPAAAF Lens
Example 2

FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view of a FPAAAF lens 900
functioning as an adapter lens for an imaging system, e.g., for
a standard non-fisheye imaging system included in mobile
phone 150, FIG. 1. FPAAAF lens 900 is an embodiment of
FPAAAF lens 200. FPAAAF lens 900 includes a negative
meniscus lens 910, a biconcave lens 920, a positive meniscus
lens 930, and a biconvex lens 940 that are analogous to
negative meniscus lens 210, biconcave lens 220, positive
meniscus lens 230, and biconvex lens 240 of FPAAAF lens
200. Negative meniscus lens 910 includes an object-side sur-
face 911 and an image-side surface 912. Biconcave lens 920
includes an object-side surface 921 and an image-side surface
922. Positive meniscus lens 930 includes an object-side sur-
face 931 and an image-side surface 932. Biconvex lens 940
includes an object-side surface 941 and an image-side surface
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942. In FPAAAF lens 900, each of the surfaces 911, 912,921,
922, 931, 932, 941, and 942 are aspheric.

Specifically, FPAAAF lens 900 is shown coupled with a
camera lens 951 of the standard non-fisheye imaging system
such that, collectively, FPAAAF lens 900 and camera lens
951 cooperatively form an image at image plane 952.

FPAAAF lens 900 is variably locatable with respect to a
camera lens 951. In FIG. 9, the entrance pupil of camera lens
951 is located at the exit pupil of FPAAAF lens 900, resulting
in an imaging system 950. In imaging system 950, the
entrance pupil of camera lens 951 and the exit pupil of
FPAAATF lens 900 are coaxial and coplanar.

Camera lens 951 is, for example, an imaging lens of a
reflowable camera module mounted on a PCB of an imaging
device. For the purpose of characterizing the aberrations
caused by FPAAAF lens 900, in FIG. 9 camera lens 951 is
modeled as an aberration-free “perfect lens” with a 66° field
of view. Camera lens 951 is similar to camera lens 351.

Imaging system 950 is shown with ray traces of ray pencils
970 and 979 computed and displayed by the Zemax® Optical
Design Program. Ray pencil 970 and ray pencil 979 propa-
gate from the center and edge of the scene, respectively,
through FPAAAF lens 900 and camera lens 951, and focus at
image plane 952. Ray pencil 970 has a ray angle of zero. Ray
pencil 979 has a ray angle 990 equal to 90°. Being axially
symmetric, imaging system 950 has a field of view that is
twice ray angle 990, or 180°.

FIG. 10 shows parameters of each surface of FPAAAF lens
900. Surface column 1011 denotes surfaces 911, 912, 921,
922, 931, 932, 941, 942, camera lens 951, and image plane
952 shown in FIG. 9. Meniscus lens 910 has refractive index
n,=1.543, Abbe number V=57, and includes surface 911
and surface 912. Biconcave lens 920 has refractive index
n,=1.543, Abbe number V=57, and includes surface 921
and surface 922. Positive meniscus lens 930 has refractive
index n,=1.585, Abbe number V=30, and includes object-
side surface 931 and image-side surface 932. Biconvex lens
940 has refractive index n,=1.523, Abbe number V ,=52, and
includes object-side surface 941 and image-side surface 942.

Column 1013 contains thickness values, in millimeters,
between surfaces 911,912,921, 922,931, 932, 941, and 942.
Surfaces 911,912,921, 922,931, and 932 are defined by z,,,
Eqn. 1. Columns 1012, 1014, 1015, 1016, 1004, 1006, 1008,
and 1010 are similar to columns 412, 414, 415, 416, 404, 406,
408, and 410, respectively, of FIG. 4.

Referring to meniscus lens 910, FIG. 9, the semi-diameter
of the object side of meniscus lens 910 is S1 and the on-axis
thickness of meniscus lens 910 is D1. The ratio S1/D1=9.7.

Meniscus lens 910 is a negative lens with a focal length
F1=-6.544 mm. Object-side surface 911 has radius of curva-
ture R1=19.591. The ratio F1/R1=-0.334.

Referring to biconcave lens 920, FIG. 9, object-side sur-
face 921 has radius of curvature R3=-30.653 mm and image-
side surface 922 has radius of curvature R4=2.755 mm. The
ratio R4/R3=-0.0899.

Referring to positive meniscus lens 930, FIG. 9, object-
side surface 931 has a radius of curvature R5=4.110, and
image-side surface 942 has a radius of curvature Ré6 the
exceeds RS (R6=20.739).

Referring to biconvex lens 940, FI1G. 9, object-side surface
941 has radius of curvature R7=20.833 and image-side sur-
face 942 has radius of curvature R8=-5.090. The ratio
R8/R7=-0.2443.

FIGS. 11-14 are plots of longitudinal aberration, f-Theta
distortion, field curvature, and lateral color, respectively, of
FPAAAF lens 900 within imaging system 950 as computed
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by Zemax®. Since camera lens 951 does not contribute to the
aberrations shown in FIG. 11-14, the FPAAAF lens 900 is the
source of these aberrations.

FIG. 11 is a plot of the longitudinal aberration of FPAAAF
lens 900 within imaging system 950. In FIG. 11, longitudinal
aberration is plotted in units of millimeters as a function of
normalized radial coordinate r/r,,, where r,=0.2793 mm is the
maximum entrance pupil radius. Longitudinal aberration
curves 1148, 1158, and 1165 are computed at A, A, and A~
respectively.

FIG. 12 is a plot of the f-Theta distortion, versus field angle,
of FPAAAF lens 900 within imaging system 950. The f-Theta
distortion is plotted for field angles between zero and is
0,,.,=89.998°. Distortion curve 1258 is computed at wave-
length A,. For clarity, distortion curves corresponding to
wavelength A and A, are not shown, as they overlap distor-
tion curve 1258 to within its line thickness as plotted in FIG.
12.

FIG. 13 is a plot of the Petzval field curvature as a function
of field angle of FPAAAF lens 900 within imaging system
950. The field curvature is plotted for field angles between
zero and is 0,,,,=89.998°. Field curvature curves 1348-S and
1348-T (solid lines) are computed at wavelength A in the
sagittal and tangential planes, respectively. Field curvature
curves 1358-S and 1358-T (short-dashed lines) are computed
at wavelength A, in the sagittal and tangential planes, respec-
tively. Field curvature curves 1365-S and 1365-T (long-
dashed lines) correspond to field curvature at wavelength A
in the sagittal and tangential planes, respectively.

FIG. 14 is a plot of the lateral color error versus field height
of FPAAAF lens 900 within imaging system 950. Field height
ranges from h,,;, =0 (on-axis) to h,,,,=1.820 mm in image
plane 952. Lateral color is referenced to A, the lateral color
for A, is zero for all field heights. Lateral color 1448 is
computed at wavelength A .. Lateral color 1465 is computed
at wavelength A .. Lateral color 1448 and lateral color 1465
are each less than the Airy disk radius for the full range of field
heights evaluated.

Combinations of Features

Features described above as well as those claimed below
may be combined in various ways without departing from the
scope hereof. For example, it will be appreciated that aspects
of FPAAAF lens described herein may incorporate or swap
features of another FPAAAF lens described herein. The fol-
lowing examples illustrate possible, non-limiting combina-
tions of embodiments described above. It should be clear that
many other changes and modifications may be made to the
methods and device herein without departing from the spirit
and scope of this invention:

(A1) A four-piece all-aspheric adapter fisheye (FPAAAF)
lens, the FPAAAF lens comprising a negative meniscus lens,
a biconcave lens, a positive meniscus lens, and a biconvex
lens. The biconcave lens is between the negative meniscus
lens and the positive meniscus lens; the positive meniscus
lens is between the biconcave lens and the biconvex lens. The
negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive
meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens are coaxial and arranged
with an exit pupil to cooperatively generate an image with a
camera lens that has greater field of view than the camera lens
alone when the exit pupil is coplanar and coaxial with an
entrance pupil ofthe camera lens. Each of the negative menis-
cus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens, and
the biconvex lens has an aspheric object-side surface and an
aspheric image-side surface.

(A2) In the FPAAAF lens denoted as (Al), each of the
negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive
meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens is a singlet lens.
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(A3) In either of the FPAAAF lenses denoted as (Al) or
(A2), the camera lens has a first field of view less than 90
degrees; the negative meniscus lens, biconcave lens, positive
meniscus lens, biconvex lens, and the camera lens coopera-
tively have a second field of view exceeding 170 degrees.

(A4)Inany ofthe FPAAAF lenses denoted as (A1) through
(A3), each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens,
the positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens is formed of
a plastic material.

(AS)Inany ofthe FPAAAF lenses denoted as (A1) through
(A4), each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens,
the positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens is injection
molded.

(A6)Inany ofthe FPAAAF lenses denoted as (A1) through
(AS), the negative meniscus lens has a thickness D1 and the
object-side surface has a semi-diameter S1, wherein ratio
S1/D1 satisfies 9.0<S81/D1<9.8.

(A7) Inany ofthe FPAAAF lenses denoted as (A1) through
(A6), the negative meniscus lens has a focal length F1 and the
object-side surface has aradius of curvature R1; wherein ratio
F1/R1 satisfies —-0.4<F1/R1<-0.3.

(A8)Inany ofthe FPAAAF lenses denoted as (A1) through
(A7), the object-side surface of the biconcave lens has a
radius of curvature R3; the image-side surface of the bicon-
cave lens has a radius of curvature R4; wherein ratio R4/R3
satisfies —0.12<R4/R3<-0.04.

(A9)Inany ofthe FPAAAF lenses denoted as (A1) through
(AB), the object-side surface of the positive meniscus lens has
a positive radius of curvature R5; the image-side surface of
the positive meniscus lens has a positive radius of curvature
R6, wherein R6 exceeds R5.

(A10) In any of the FPAAAF lenses denoted as (Al)
through (A9), the object-side surface of the biconvex lens has
aradius of curvature R7; the image-side surface of the bicon-
vex lens has a radius of curvature R8; wherein ratio R8/R7
satisfies —0.28<R8/R7<-0.20.

(Al1) In any of the FPAAAF lenses denoted as (Al)
through (A10), the negative meniscus lens and biconcave lens
each have an Abbe number exceeding 55, and the positive
meniscus lens has an Abbe number less than 35, for reducing
chromatic aberration. Changes may be made in the above
methods and systems without departing from the scope
hereof. It should thus be noted that the matter contained in the
above description or shown in the accompanying drawings
should be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting
sense. The following claims are intended to cover all generic
and specific features described herein, as well as all state-
ments of the scope of the present method and system, which,
as a matter of language, might be said to fall there between.

What is claimed is:
1. A four-piece all-aspheric adapter fisheye (FPAAAF)
lens, comprising:

a negative meniscus lens, a biconcave lens, a positive
meniscus lens, and a biconvex lens;

the biconcave lens being between the negative meniscus
lens and the positive meniscus lens; the positive menis-
cus lens being between the biconcave lens and the bicon-
vex lens;

the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive
meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens being coaxial and
arranged with an exit pupil to cooperatively generate an
image with a camera lens that has greater field of view
than the camera lens alone when the exit pupil is copla-
nar and coaxial with an entrance pupil of the camera
lens; and
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each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the
positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens having an
aspheric object-side surface and an aspheric image-side
surface.

2. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, each of the negative
meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens,
and the biconvex lens being a singlet lens.

3. The FPAAATF lens of claim 1,

the camera lens having a first field of view less than 90

degrees;

the negative meniscus lens, biconcave lens, positive menis-

cus lens, biconvex lens, and the camera lens coopera-
tively having a second field of view exceeding 170
degrees.

4. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, each of the negative
meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens,
and the biconvex lens being formed of a plastic material.

5. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, each of the negative
meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens,
and the biconvex lens being injection molded.

6. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, the negative meniscus lens
having a thickness D1 and the object-side surface having a
semi-diameter S1, wherein ratio S1/D1 satisfies 9.0<S1/
D1<9.8 for enabling a wide field of view.

7. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, the negative meniscus lens
having a focal length F1 and the object-side surface having a
radius of curvature R1; wherein ratio F1/R1 satisfies
-0.4<F1/R1<-0.3 for reducing distortion.

8. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, the object-side surface of
the biconcave lens having a radius of curvature R3; the image-
side surface of the biconcave lens having a radius of curvature
R4; wherein ratio R4/R3 satisfies —0.12<R4/R3<-0.04 for
reducing field curvature.

9. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, the object-side surface of
the positive meniscus lens having a positive radius of curva-
ture R5; the image-side surface of the positive meniscus lens
having a positive radius of curvature R6, wherein R6 exceeds
R5 for reducing chromatic aberration.

10. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, the object-side surface of
the biconvex lens having a radius of curvature R7; the image-
side surface of the biconvex lens having a radius of curvature
R8; wherein ratio R8/R7 satisfies —0.28<R8/R7<-0.20 for
reducing longitudinal aberration.

11. The FPAAAF lens of claim 1, the negative meniscus
lens and biconcave lens each having an Abbe number exceed-
ing 55, and the positive meniscus lens having an Abbe number
less than 35, for reducing chromatic aberration.

12. A four-piece all-aspheric adapter fisheye (FPAAAF)
lens, comprising:

a negative meniscus lens, a biconcave lens, a positive

meniscus lens, and a biconvex lens;

the biconcave lens being between the negative meniscus

lens and the positive meniscus lens; the positive menis-
cus lens being between the biconcave lens and the bicon-
vex lens;

the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive

meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens being coaxial and
arranged with an exit pupil to cooperatively generate an
image with a camera lens that has greater field of view
than the camera lens alone when the exit pupil is copla-
nar and coaxial with an entrance pupil of the camera
lens;

each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the

positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens having an
aspheric object-side surface and an aspheric image-side
surface;
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the negative meniscus lens having a thickness D1 and the
object-side surface having a semi-diameter S1, wherein
ratio S1/D1 satisfies 9.0<S1/D1<9.8 for enabling a wide
field of view;

the negative meniscus lens having a focal length F1 and the

object-side surface having a radius of curvature R1;
wherein ratio F1/R1 satisfies 0.4<F1/R1<0.3 for reduc-
ing distortion;

the object-side surface of the biconcave lens having a

radius of curvature R3; the image-side surface of the
biconcave lens having a radius of curvature R4; wherein
ratio R4/R3 satisfies 0.12<R4/R3<0.04 for reducing
field curvature;

the object-side surface of the positive meniscus lens having

apositive radius of curvature R5; the image-side surface
of'the positive meniscus lens having a positive radius of
curvature R6 exceeds R5 for reducing chromatic aber-
ration;

the object-side surface of the biconvex lens having a radius

of curvature R7; the image-side surface of the biconvex
lens having a radius of curvature R8; wherein ratio
R8/R7 satisfies 0.28<R8/R7<-0.2 for reducing longitu-
dinal aberration; and

the negative meniscus lens and biconcave lens each having

an Abbe number exceeding 55, and the positive menis-
cus lens having an Abbe number less than 35, for reduc-
ing chromatic aberration.

13. The FPAAAF lens of claim 12, each of the negative
meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens,
and the biconvex lens being a singlet lens.

14. The FPAAAF lens of claim 12,

the camera lens having a first field of view less than 90

degrees;

the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive

meniscus lens, the biconvex lens, and the camera lens
cooperatively having a second field of view exceeding
170 degrees.

15. The FPAAAF lens of claim 12, each of the negative
meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens,
and the biconvex lens being formed of a plastic material.

16. The FPAAAF lens of claim 12, each of the negative
meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive meniscus lens,
and the biconvex lens being injection molded.

17. A four-piece all-aspheric adapter fisheye (FPAAAF)
lens, comprising:

a negative meniscus lens, a biconcave lens, a positive

meniscus lens, and a biconvex lens;

the biconcave lens being between the negative meniscus

lens and the positive meniscus lens; the positive menis-
cus lens being between the biconcave lens and the bicon-
vex lens;

the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive

meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens being coaxial and
arranged with an exit pupil to cooperatively generate an
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image with a camera lens that has greater field of view
than the camera lens alone when the exit pupil is copla-
nar and coaxial with an entrance pupil of the camera
lens; and

each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the
positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens having an
aspheric object-side surface and an aspheric image-side
surface;

the camera lens having a first field of view less than 90
degrees;

the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the positive
meniscus lens, the biconvex lens, and the camera lens
cooperatively having a second field of view exceeding
170 degrees;

each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the
positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens being a
singlet lens;

each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the
positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens being
formed of a plastic material;

each of the negative meniscus lens, the biconcave lens, the
positive meniscus lens, and the biconvex lens being
injection molded;

the negative meniscus lens having a thickness D1 and the
object-side surface having a semi-diameter S1, wherein
ratio S1/D1 satisfies 9.0<S1/D1<9.8 for enabling a wide
field of view;

the negative meniscus lens having a focal length F1 and the
object-side surface having a radius of curvature R1;
wherein ratio F1/R1 satisfies 0.4<F1/R1<0.3 for reduc-
ing distortion;

the object-side surface of the biconcave lens having a
radius of curvature R3; the image-side surface of the
biconcave lens having a radius of curvature R4; wherein
ratio R4/R3 satisfies 0.12<R4/R3<0.04 for reducing
field curvature;

the object-side surface of the positive meniscus lens having
apositive radius of curvature R5; the image-side surface
of the positive meniscus lens having a positive radius of
curvature R6 exceeds R5 for reducing chromatic aber-
ration;

the object-side surface of the biconvex lens having a radius
of curvature R7; the image-side surface of the biconvex
lens having a radius of curvature R8; wherein ratio
R8/R7 satisfies 0.28<R8/R7<-0.2 for reducing longitu-
dinal aberration;

the negative meniscus lens and biconcave lens each having
an Abbe number exceeding 55, and the positive menis-
cus lens having an Abbe number less than 35, for reduc-
ing chromatic aberration.

#* #* #* #* #*
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